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Sharell Andrews, an informa-
tional technology specialist at
Ohio University, has some big
dreams.

She has “American Idol” in
her blood, having competed on
the show in its third season in
2003, making it all the way to
the Hollywood edition. She’s
experienced the bright lights and
the judgmental scrutiny of
“American Idol” judges. And
while she didn’t make the final
cut, she has had her taste, and
she wants more.

She recently won a contest to
be on a Columbus produced
show “Give Me the Mic,” a
regional show in the spirit of
“American Idol.” She was
selected with 19 other people
out of the 500 performers who
auditioned. Her performance is
being filmed today, and will air
on Tuesday nights in June on
ABC 6 and Fox 28.

But making it onto
“American Idol” is quite an
accomplishment, Andrews
admits. It’s given her life plenty
of experiences.

She won an “American Idol”
competition in Savannah, Ga.,
where she lived before relocat-
ing to the Athens area. Winning
the competition allowed her to
audition for the next stage of
“American Idol” without having
to stand in line. She went
through three auditions, per-

forming in front of “Idol” judges
Randy Jackson, Paula Abdul and
Simon Cowell. She performed
an a cappella version of Aretha
Franklin’s “Don’t Play That
Song.”

“They liked it, and they sent
me on to Hollywood,” Andrews
remembered.

In the Hollywood edition of
the show, she made it through
three rounds. She had to write
her own song and perform it in
the space of a few hours. But she
didn’t make the final cut.

“Simon said that I had a great
voice, but that it sounded more
adult contemporary than pop,
and they were looking for pop,”
Andrews said. “But it was still a
great experience and a free trip
to L.A. I got to meet a lot of
interesting people, and I got to
see the entertainment business
from an insider’s perspective. It
was really fun, and I’d do it all
over in a heartbeat.”

But it isn’t the bright lights

that excite her. She just loves to
sing. She has been a singer since
early childhood, and she grew
up singing in the Pentecostal
Church in Georgia. 

“I would love to be famous
someday, but that’s not why I
sing,” Andrews said. “I could
sing at a fair or I could sing in
front of thousands of people.
Either way, as long as I am
singing, I would be just as
happy.”

Andrews is relatively new to
town, having moved to Albany
in January after getting the
informational technology spe-
cialist job at OU. She sings at
Sunday morning mass in the
choir at the Saint Paul’s Catholic
Church in Athens. She’d also
like to sing in a local band.

“I love performing in shows,
at local restaurants, wherever,”
Andrews said. “I just like
singing in front of people.”

Andrews was drawn to the
Athens-area because her hus-
band Emmanuel Arocho is from
Albany. He is currently on his
third tour in Iraq. He plans on
attending Ohio University to
major in political science after
his enlistment ends in 2009. He
hopes to get on leave this sum-
mer, when the two will take a
short vacation.

Andrews said that he is sta-
tioned in a pretty bad area where
the fighting can get severe. She
communicates with him by e-
mail every day.

“He doesn’t tell me too many
details about what he sees over
there because he doesn’t want
me to get worried,” Andrews
said.

Andrews plans to try out for
“American Idol” again in
August.

“You never know what could
happen,” Andrews said. “If you
never try and put yourself and
putting yourself out there to do
something different, you never
really live. I am all about the
experience. Then I can say, ‘I
did that. I was on American
Idol.’”

By KRISTIN HEINICHEN
Messenger staff writer

Controversy continues over
Ohio’s role in the outcome of the
2004 presidential election, and
three Ohio University filmmakers
have documented more than two
years of this public outcry. 

“How Ohio Pulled It Off,” is a
feature-length film by graduate
students Charla Barker, Matthew
Kraus and Mariana Quiroga that
chronicles the aftermath of the
election in Ohio. The film had two
special screenings at this year’s
Athens International Film and
Video Festival — in total over 400
people attended. Certain scenes in
the film roused a ruckus as audi-
ence members were reminded of
the election’s mismanagement.

“They were yelling and
screaming and hissing. It was so
interactive,” Quiroga said.

“We saw it with fresh eyes.
Their energy was amazing,”
Barker added.

The three made the film as their
thesis project. However, the
account they gave of the “theft of
the presidency,” became personal-
ly more significant than receiving
their degree.

“The film is the education,”
Barker said.

“I feel like the film is a real
diploma,” Quiroga added.

They settled on the subject mat-
ter by way of a challenge from
their professor Rajko Grlic. He
advised them to consider a battle-
ground — of sorts. The subject
was Ohio — where the presiden-

tial decision came down to this one
state among 50.

The state held enough electoral
votes to determine George Bush
the winner of the presidency over
John Kerry. However, if exit polls
were accurate and people voted
how they said they voted, Bush
lost by 500,000 votes. The winner
was not determined until the fol-
lowing day when Kerry decided
not to dispute Bush's narrow win in
the state of Ohio.

“He (Grlic) said ‘you know
you’re in Ohio and there was a

very important election,’” Quiroga
said.

“We assumed the election was
fine. Then we went to Nelsonville
and working class neighborhoods
and asked why people voted the
way they did ... they said ‘I don’t
know how Bush won,’” Barker
recalled.

Kraus happened upon the
“What Went Wrong In Ohio” —
The Conyers Report on the 2004
Presidential Election by
Congressman John Conyers.
Barker explained that “it was a

turning point” for them — launch-
ing them into the world of how to
cheat an election. Kraus explained
that the information in the book

coincides with the footage they
received.

The film contains archival
footage from the Free Press in
Columbus and various individuals
as well as interviews they shot
themselves. It shows urban voters,
campaign workers, and poll work-
ers giving testimonials about those
conditions that disenfranchised
thousands of voters. It documented
the removal of voting machines
from minority districts — only one
voting machine for every 650
registered voters in lower income
areas, while affluent areas had a
ratio of 1 to 100. Evidence of bal-
lot tampering and the disregard for
1,090,729 provisional ballots
nationwide that were never counted
was presented, and mathematical
analysis demonstrated the statisti-
cal impossibility of voting totals
when compared to exit polls. 

“Experts are saying glitches can
happen, but when they are so con-
sistent we need to start looking at
that,” Quiroga said. “The intention
of our movie is to change con-
sciousness and bring up a debate.”

Quiroga went on to explain that
although the film was about partic-
ipating in the democratic process,

they were not speaking for a spe-
cific party. 

“We presented a good case ...
tried to be balanced and fair as we
could to include many different
voices in the footage,” she said.
“We are not pro-Bush or pro-Kerry.
There’s a problem in the system, so
let’s address it.”

“Everything put in the film, we
were sure could be backed up. It
wasn’t speculation,” Kraus added.

According to the film, profes-
sionals extend concern that there is
still no reliable way to monitor
these electronic voting machines
where the computer codes are
deemed private property so there
are no audit trails. As these very
machines are slated to be used in
the 2008 election, the filmmakers
hinted that this story is not finished. 

“This is not a Democrat issue or
a Republican issue. It’s about the
people. Democracy belongs to the
people. That’s our stand,” Quiroga
said.

So what gives in Ohio? The ver-
dict is not yet in. And the filmmak-
ers endeavor to keep the dialogue
going by screening their film in
other states. 

kheinichen@athensmessenger.com

LARRY SCHEY CHEVROLET

750 E. State St., Athens 593-6671

See our entire inventory at
www.larryscheychevrolet.com
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Sale prices after all rebates, plus tax & title, in stock only, prior sales excluded. *Trade assistance with 99 or newer trade.
0% APR in lieu of rebates. Residency restrictions apply, to qualified buyers. Sale ends 5/23/07.

NEW 2007 COLORADO

Auto, air, CD, MP3, cruise, trailer tow.

NEW 2007 COBALT

Auto, air, CD, more.

NEW 2007 EQUINOX

PW, PL, CD, cruise, alloy wheels

NEW 2007 HHR LT

Auto, air, power seat,
PW, PL, cruise, CD/MP3

34
MPG

24
MPG

$19,999*ONLY
$15,645*ONLY

$14,999ONLY
$12,369*ONLY

5 YR./100,000 MILE WARRANTY

NEW 2007 SILVERADO        

Auto, air, ABS, tilt wheel, more.

$14,999ONLY

2003 CHEVY IMPALA
Power seat, PW, PL,
cruise, CD .................................................................

$9995

26
MPG

30
MPG

2004 PONTIAC GRAND AM
Auto, air, PW, PL, CD,
cruise, alloy wheels, spoiler .......................

$10,995
2005 CHEVY COBALT
2 door, auto, air,
tilt wheel, CD...................................................

$10,995
2005 HYUNDAI ACCENT
4 door, auto, air, cassette,
17,000 miles, factory warranty.......................

$9995

2005 CHEVY AVEO LT
5 door, auto, air, PW,
PL, CD, 19,000 miles..........................................

$9995

CHEVY SPRING SALE
UP TO $1000 TRADE-IN BONUS CASH
0% APR FINANCING FOR 60 MOS.

ON SELECT 2007 SILVERADOS!

2004 CHEVY CAVALIER
4 door, auto, air, CD,
only 29,000 miles! ................................................

$9995

2005 CHEVY MALIBU
Auto, air, power seat,
PW, PL, cruise, CD.......................................

$10,995

NEW 2007 IMPALA

Power seat, PW, PL, cruise,
CD, OnStar, side curtain airbag.

31
MPG

$18,756*ONLY

21
MPG

2003 CHEVY S-10 LS
2.2L, air, CD, tilt, cruise,
alloy wheels, bedliner, 13,000 miles...................

$9995

2000 CHEVY CAVALIER
4 door, auto, air, CD,
one owner, only 32,000 miles!.......................

$6995

POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

Paid for by Carol Patterson for City Council at Large, M.L. Powell, Chair, 6 West Hills Dr., Athens, Ohio 45701
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Carol
Patterson

• Honest & Trustworthy
• Dedicated & Diligent

Vote for Carol Patterson
as your Athens City

Council Woman at large
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$52.00; 26 weeks $103.00; 52 weeks
$200.00.

*There are no Sunday Only deliv-
eries by mail. All mail subscriptions
must be prepaid.Visa and MasterCard
accepted.

Pre-paid:
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Saturday-Sunday, $12 a month;
$35.40 for 13 weeks, $70.10 for 26

weeks, $138.75 a year; daily and
Saturday, $23.20 for 13 weeks, $45.90
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weekend  only, $16.10 for 13 weeks,
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year.
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Sunday, $12.50 a month; $36.05 for
13 weeks, $71.35 for 26 weeks,
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LOCAL AND STATE NEWS

Democracy in motion
Personal connections
with the ’04 election

The filmmakers labored up
to 12 hours a day on research-
ing, gathering sources, inter-
viewing, filming and editing.
While they presented a neutral
view on the issue, each had
individual reasons for feeling a
connection to the 2004 election.

Kraus hails from Canton. He
and his family experienced first
hand the irregularities that
emerged during and after the
vote of not only the 2004 elec-
tion but the 2000 election.

Barker is from Pennsylvania.
Once doing her graduate work
in Athens she began receiving
e-mails from family and friends
who were thrown by the 2004
election.

Quiroga was born in
Argentina but became a citizen
of Venezuela. When she was 3
years old, her family was forced
into exile due to political chaos.

“I lived in Argentina at a time
of violent dictatorship. It was the
most horrible period of
Argentina’s history. My parents
were progressive people. They
were persecuted for thinking,”
she said. “For me talking about
democracy is very important. I
know what it is to lose your free-
dom.”

Messenger photo by Kristin Heinichen
From left, Mariana Quiroga, Matthew Kraus and Charla
Barker stand in front of a poster for their movie, “How Ohio
Pulled It Off,” which had two special screenings at this year’s
Athens International Film And Video Festival.”

Filmmakers show “How Ohio Pulled it
Off” in 2004 presidential elections

Singer experienced ‘Idol,’ plans to try out again

Sharrell Andrews

A 29-year old Lancaster man was arrested
in relation to a Friday morning fire at Christ the
King University Parish.

Benjamin DiPietro, 29, of Lancaster, was
arrested after he made statement about his
involvement with the fire which occurred at
approximately 2:10 a.m. Friday at the parish at
141 Mill St.

DiPietro was charged with one felony count

of arson. The Athens Police Department
learned that DiPietro had been an Ohio
University student but is not currently regis-
tered. 

On Friday, Athens Police Officer Destry
Flick responded to a report of a fire alarm at the
church. Officer Flick found multiple points of
origin inside and used a portable fire extin-
guisher to put out the main source of the fire

before it had a chance to spread. The Athens
Fire Department arrived shortly thereafter and
finished extinguishing the blaze. Estimated
damage is unknown.

The investigation of the incident was con-
ducted by the State Fire Marshal, in conjunc-
tion with the Athens Police Department,
Athens Fire Department and Ohio Bureau of
Criminal Investigation and Identification. 

Police arrest Lancaster man in conjunction with fire


